
To whom it may concern, 

As a constituent of the Lewisham Borough, I hereby request that a recall 
of the councils decision made on 10/01/11 on the budget cuts specifically 
in relation to Lewisham Connexions Service and the closing down of the 
Lewisham Connexions Service.  

I do not believe that representation was received from a wide and 
meaningful range of communities, including representation from front line 
Careers Service staff, Young people as Connexions users, parents, 
constituents, Connexions Service partners, GMB and Unison. 

I request that questions on how the decision was made, the impact on 
local people and service users be investigated.  

The prologue of ‘The Lewisham Youth Task Force Report’ (Nov 
2010) stated that…‘in previous economic recessions, the lack of co-
ordinated and robust response at the local and national level led to an 
entire generation of young people being excluded from work, education 
and training opportunities.  

Research shows that this exclusion from the labour market and education 
can significantly increase the risk of young people becoming marginalised 
and socially excluded. Current economic conditions require a holistic and 
synchronised approach by the Council and its community partners in order 
to maximise available resources and ensure past mistakes are not 
repeated. (end quote) 

In light of the above, The Borough of Lewisham has decided that after 
cutting the Connexions Service, there will no longer be Information, 
Advice and Guidance Services available to young people in the Borough. 

In taking forward the Council's budget strategy, Lewisham’s decisions 
were underpinned by nine Guiding principles as stated below. It would be 
paramount to know how each principle has been addressed, in relation to 
the cessation of the Connexions service in the Lewisham Borough. 

1. Consider the social impact of proposed changes  
2. Avoid short-term fixes  
3. Coordinate action across the whole Council  
4. Encourage self-reliance, mutualism and cooperation  
5. Prioritise support for those in greatest need  
6. Not favour one locality over others  
7. Involve service users, staff and other stakeholders in service 

redesign  
8. Coordinate action with other public agencies and the voluntary 

sector, and consider shared solutions  



9. Listen to all voices, take account of all views and then move 
forward to implement. 

I would therefore request that you look into the concerns that have been 
raised, as many other constituents share my concerns. Do take 
appropriate action to show that you support me as a constituent and 
please could you pass on my concerns to the present government.  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


